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Bx. kids learning
to rock the hoat

Class teaches ancient art of shipbuilding

8y

Al
eliza Pena peers from behind a white mask at the inside of the wooden
boat and runs her fingers over a rough edge.
Her brow furrowed in concentration, she grasps an electric sander and
grinds down the extra epoxy bubbling from between the wooden planks. When
she rechecks it, a look of satisfaction crosses her face.
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It's smooth.

*Never in a million years
would I have thought that |
would be building a boat,” the
17-year-old senior from William
Howard Taft High School said.

*My friends used to make fun
of me. They would say, “Yeah,
nsht you're making a boat in

he Bronx. Where're you going
to row it~

Honoring the past

Pena is one of a dozen stu-
dents who gather after school at
a nondescript storefront sand-
wiched between an empty lot
and a tire shop on E. 174th St. in
Mount Eden to learn the ancient

craft of shprundm%

With the noise of cars zoom-
ing past on the nearby Cross
Bronx Expressway, the tiny,
landlocked workshop seems an
unlikely place for nautical cre-
ations.

The kids are taught by Adam
Green, 28, a social worker with
a love for the water and city
kids. Green was the boyfriend
and co-worker of Amy Watkins,
% was subbed to demh ina

Green sa th da.ss. ‘which he
calls Rocking the Boat, allows
him to remain close to Watkins'
memory while continuing the
volunteer work they shared.

“The kids learn that they can
make things work, and if some-
thing is given to them or dealt to
them, thcy dont have to just ac-

cept it,”
R lhg Boat comLstx of

bandsaw to cut boards for the
floors of the boat, while others
sanded planks already in rlace

*You can take pieces of wood
out of scrap and make it into
something,” 18-year-old Amau-
ry Almonte said as he sanded.

Green first got the idea of
teaching urban kids to build
boats six years ago. An avid car-
penter, Green found himself vol-
unteering at the defunct East
Harlem Maritime School, build-
ing an 8-foot dmghy with junior
high school kids.

*Adam has always been fo-
cused on the children,” said Paul
Pennoyer, Green's supervisor at
Fast Hadem. *The amount of
time that he puts in is incredible.
He's a great role model.”

Finding comfort

Green said the p:
spomomd by New g(tlemcm
Apar ts, a Bronx communi-

two boat per
yearcoinddmgmththcfauund
spnngsen'm(en.mdnwmm
class. A dozen kids at-

t the
ter. W
come to

this semes-
in two groups, they
storefront shop

twice a week.

On Fridays, the students take
to the Broax River in one of the
four boats previous students

The boats that Green's stu-

boat used during the 18th and
19th centuries.

“Whiteballs were the only tra
ditiomlsmauboauobem«!ln
New York City and New York
Hubor. Green said. “"And

d to build hing t
was out of our culture and out of
our past.”

On a recent afternoon, rock
music dblared from a boom box
in one comer of the sawdust-
filled workshop as five students
tiiled over a 17-foot-long, as-
yet-unnamed boat. Some used a

ccn(erandhomins .
that revitalizes bu in

the area, will soon become an in-
depmdem.no(loopmﬁtmn!-

Theboat that has been under
construction since March will be

lookout Felix Rod-
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